[The significance of drugs for the health of our population].
The development of pharmacotherapy is an important factor for the relatively high level of health in our population. Epidemiologic effects of drugs are difficult to measure but can be recognized, e.g., in the field of antihypertensive and antidepressive treatments. Important for public health are further the epidemiological and statistical methods, the knowledge of various functions of the human organism and some administrative procedures which have been elaborated as a collateral effect of the development of pharmacotherapy.